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GAMPS: Upcoming
censuses are meant 10
improve county services
for the indigent. .

homeless to be counte

BY JOHMN ASBURY
THE FRESS-ENTERPRIST

Johnny Molina has some of
the basics of a home, like a
recliner, a portable TV and
blankets, but he lacks the most
impartant of all — a home.

The 53-year-old lives under a
tree on a barren streteh of land
between Interstate 215 and Old
Hwy. 215 near Moreno Valley.
Other homeless people also in-
habit the area, whichis sparsely -
populated with a handful of
businesses, including a charity
thrift store and an adult book-
store.”

“It’s hard to live comfortable
this way,” Molina said in Au-
gust. “You pray to get the heil
out of here someday. You can
only do it for so long.”

Five months later, Molina still
lives under the shade of a tree, | 2 : g
as he has for five years. : 1

He is one of4.785 homeless k- g Ciat: i
identified in a 2004-05 Riverside BAYTLIN M, KELLY/THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE
County census. On Wednesday, Katrina Peres, 27, has been homeless for about two years. She
the county will conduct another lives with her cat, Figalo, and her boyfriend, Raymond Wilcox, 53,
one-day census of its homeless.  off Old Hwy. 215 in the Moreno Valley area. Some nearby business

The nonprofit Community owners have complained about homeless people littering and ;
Action partnership in San Ber- leaving behind beer bottles and human waste. ;
nardino County is planning a
similar census for that county
during the last week of Febru-
ary, said Rowena Concepcion,
assistant to the ageney’s direc-
tor. It is seeking funding for the
$80,000 to $100,000 census, she
said.

San Bernardino County’s
most recent data, from 2002,
shows it has between 5,270 and
8,351 homeless, Concepeion
said, with the lower end of the
range being more usual.

The department of Housing
and Urban Development re-
quires counties to complete the
biannual census to determine
what public service programs
areneeded to support the home-
less population. Riverside
County pays for the $80,000 |
census from its general fund, |
said homeless programs su- |
pervisor Rick Pettet.

With resuits from the census,
Riverside County officials will
work with community leaders |
to develop strategies and re-
sources to combat homeless-
ness. Officials will also draft a
proposal to present to the Board
of Supervisors later this year,
Pettet said.

Plans include starting a
homeless trust fund for commu-
nities to distribute resources
and create housing goals. Pettet
said.

“The homeless never mag-
ically disappear; we just shift
people around,” said Rou Stew-
art, director of Riverside Coun-
ty's homeless programs. “Until
there’s an adequate social re-
sponse, we keep shoveling them
along.”
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hnny Mofina, shown here in August at his camp, fives on a harren piece of land between Interstate 215 ai i

H 4 2 215 and Old Hwy. 215 in the M
Ualley area. Molina is among more than 4,700 homeless people identified in a 2004-05 Riverside County census. Huy. 215 nthe Morerd
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ROMELESS
POPBLATION
Rivorside and San Bernardino

counties conduct mandated
homeless studies.

by the homeless for shelter.

In Indio. Mara Mendez, 28,
removed a storm drain cover
and lives in the three-foot tall
crevasse bencath a portion of
nterstate 10 *hat crosses the
Whitewater River bed. She ar-
rived there from Los Angeles
six years ago after, she said,
simply giving up her job and
losing her apartment.

She is leery of living in a
shelter.

“Maybe if I had a place, with
not so many rules, I would start
looking for a job."” Mendez said.

Tiverside County spokesman
Ray Smith called homelessness
a social issue. but said the
county will continue to address

Riverside County's 2004-05 results:

& Homeless population: 4,785,

= About 33 percent are women.

m  Mout 25 percent are under
the age of 25,

& Hore than 25 percentof
homeless men arg veterans.

& More than 33 percent of
hiomeless report mental and
mood disorders and about half

adit to using drugs and alsohol. 1t

g drug “we'll continue to offer any
assistance as needed, but we
can’t force anyone into our

San Bernardino Gounty's 2002-03

results: ) services,” Smith said.
= Homeless population: Between Molina, who gains money
5,270 and 8,351, from collecting cans and pan-
® More than one-third are handling on the 215 freeway
women. ?verpalss, szltid hehef?amle }Ettjmc—
ess when he was fired after a
: BFibg?%y perar under the domestic violence charge. He
i X

= About 16 percent are veterans.

@  About 12 percent suffer from
mental or mood disorders and |
about one-third use drugs and
alcohol. ~

SOURGE: RIVERSIDE COUNTY HOMELESS SERVIGES 1
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between Cactus Avenue :md"{.
Alessandro Boulevard alongl
Old Highway 215 where Molinal,

said he came to the desolate

0UT OF SIGHT

The homeless inhabit areas
in both counties, including the
Santa Ana River bed near the
Riverside and San Bernardino
county lines, along Interstate 10
eastward into the desert and
beneath overpasses.

Some eclaim they became
homeless because of unfortu-
nate employment civcum-
stances. Others admit they fell
prey to drugs and alcohol.

Tn Moreno Vailey, the stretch

lives is home to about a dozen |
people. i

The area is dotted with tents |,
and discarded furniture and
littered with bottles, wrappers ;|
and cardboard. Away from most
homes and businesses, camp
residents avoid hassles with
city and county agencies, but

i

still gain the attention and bene- |

fits of local charity groups.

Near Interstate 10, where low -
power lines hang for miles .
along the tracks near Cathedral |
City, cardhoard boxes are used -

field by Old 215 after police

shooed him away from & camp ||
on Cottonwood Avenue in Mor- |

eno Valley.

Business owners near (he

homeless camp on O1d 215 said
the homeless have littered their
property, leaving beer hottles
and human waste.

Marge Hood, owner of the
nearby Big O Tires, said she has
had to use pressure washers to
clean human waste off the
grounds around her store. Late-
ly; she said, she hasw’t noticed |
as many problems.

Many cities, like Moreno Val- |
ley and Riverside, adopted no-
camping ordinances that pre-
vent homeless from living on
city streets and private proper-

ty.

Michael Stoops, acting exec-
utive director of the National
Coalition for the Homeless,,
based in Washington, D.C., said
communities are not doing
enough to reduce the number of
homeless.

“Downtown America bas,

been beautified to push th
homeless to aveas where’s

vices are not provided.” Stoops: |

said.

“The key for them is to be ag
invisible as possibie ... It's im-
portant for the community to i
know these strangers ave not all 1
dangerous: they're just people |
living outside.” H

LoST PRIDE 3

Dave Winsemius, another
homeless man who lived near |
0ld 215, admitted that drugs
and alcohol led to his homeless- |
ness. |

In August, the homeless Viet-
nam veteran recalled the last
eight years: slecping on side-
walks and in front of husinesses
and stints in jail for public

intoxication, burglary and tres- |!

passing.

“Pm pretty filthy: I need to get
cleaned up. My life’s a mess
right now,” Winsemius said. “1
have to be honest with myself:

+ Maybe Ijust gave up.”

in December, Winsemius
died at the Loma Linda Veter-
ans Medical Center, hospital
spokeswoman Kristen Hall said.

To remember him, the home-
less at the Old 215 painted
Winsemius® narue on a wooden

sign and propped it at the foot of
a trec along with an empty beer
bottle.

Reach John Asbury at 951-667-2408 or
Jasbury@PE.com i




